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MOHATIED'S STURY

ESCAPING THE CLIMATE CONFLICT TRAP
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Journalist Arno travels to Chad, to hear the story of

Mohamed, one of the people displaced by the conllict.

I AM
LOOKING FOR
MOHAMEPF.

-

2.5 million people had to flee due to conflict.

Over 10 million people are in urgent humanitarian need.
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THESE ARE TRYING
CIRCUMSTANCES You

ARE LIVING IN/
WHY PIP YOU COME

BELIEVE ME,

WHAT T LEFT WAS WORSE. '\

I COME FROM
NORTHEAST NIGERIA,
WHERE THE BRUTAL
CONFLICT HAS PESTROYEP
EVERYTHING.




Many years ago, the Lake Chad was a thriving
oasis in the dry Sahel, a bustling economic hub.

ALTHOUGH WE WERE IGNOREP
THE LAKE WAS GOOF.

TRAPVERS ANP HERVERS WOULP PASS
THROUGH OUR MARKET.
MY PAUGHTER WORKEP THERE ANV

HER VEGETABLE STALL WAS ALWAYS | —
BUSY.
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BY THE GOVERNMENT, LIFE AROUNP J

| WE WERE POOR, BUT THERE WAS

ENOUGH WATER ANP FOOP FOR
ALL OF Us.
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The lake has always varied in size.
People adapted to the seasons, switching their jobs
according to the water supply, or through seasonal migration.
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PURING THE VRY SEASON,
WHEN THE LAKE WAS SHALLOWER,
I COULPY FARM...
«.ANP PURING THE WET
SEASON T COULP FISH.., S et : |

. S

- W
= 2

o - -— LI —— !E:—,..—;A;—e—ﬁri =

i

— e s

BUT THEN THINGS
BEGAN TO CHANGE.




IN THE 705 ANV 805,
AN INTENSE PROUGHT
STRUCK THE ENTIRE REGION...
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..«ANV MORE PEOPLE CAME
TO THE LAKE IN SEARCH
OF WATER.

.. ANP THE GOVERNMENT'S PEVELOPMENT
POLICIES AT THE TIME WERE NOT HELPING US.
WE FELT ANGRY, BECAUSE POLITICIANS IN THE
CAPITALS LIVEP IN LUXURY...

W WHILST
WE WERE
SUFFERING.




AT THE SAME TIME, A GROUP OF PROTESTERS,
WHICH YOU CALL BEOKO HARAM,
OFFEREP RELIGIOUS EPUCATION ANV PROMISEV
BETTER LIVES FOR EVERYONE.
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In 2009, some protesters morphed into a brutal armed group.
The conflict escalated.
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OVER THE YEARS, THINGS BECAME MORE
PIFFICULT. T PIP NOT KNOW WHEN TO FISH ANV
WHEN TO FARM. UNEXPECTEP HEAVY RAINS
PESTROYEV MY HARVEST.
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Unpredictable rainfall and strongly fluctuating lake levels
exacerbate the daily challenges.
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MILITARY RESTRICTIONS TO BOKO HARAM
TERRITORY MEANT T COULP NO LONGER
ACCESS THE LAKE ANV FISH AS T USEP TO.

MY FAMILY ANV T MOVEP FROM

NIGERIA TO CHAP TO LOOK FOR
A NEW HOME. WE HAP TO LEAVE
EVERYTHING BEHINF.

IN MY NEW VILLAGE,
PEOPLE RESENTEP
ME,...




...FOR FISHING IN THEIR PART |
OF THE LAKE.

In the communities around lLake Chad, life became even more
dire. Competition over land and water intensified - both
because of the elimate and the security situation.

MY ELPEST PAUGHTER FELT SHE HAV NO PROSPECTS.

LIFE IN THE CAMP WAS PANGEROUS.
THE REBELS OFFEREP HER EPUCATION ANP FOOV...
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...ANV SHE JOINEP
THE REBELS. I AM
SO WORRIEP.

IN THIS CAMPF,
——~ THERE IS FOOP ANV WATER,
: BUT T HAVE NO JOB
ANV THE PISCRIMINATION
CONTINUES.

50 I GUESS...
EVEN IF BOKO HARAM IS PEFEATEF,
THE CLIMATE IS STilL- CHANGING.

YES! BUT THE LAKE
IS ALSO MY HOPE.,
IF THE MILITARY STOPS
BLOCKING ACCESS TO IT,
IFIT IS SAFE TO FARM ANP
OPEN THE MARKET,

THANK YOU N\
S50 MUCH FOR SHARING il
YOUR 5TORY, MOHAMEP, P e
T WISH You ~
GOOP LUCK.




A undermlnes communities’ abilities to cope. Over 2 million people have been %

~ displaced and 10.7 million people are currently in need of assistance.
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~ The Lake Chad Risk Assessment project, carried out by a team of local resear-
- chersand climate experts, led by adelphi, is a concerted effort to address critical - B
- knowledge gaps on climate and fragility risks in the region. The Lake Chad Risk = .""

- Assessment was financed by the United Nations Development Programme s

(UNDP), the Federal Foreign Office of Germany and the Ministry of Forelgn

Affairs of the Kingdom of the Netherlands.

MOHAMED'’S STORY is based on more than 200 targeted interviews with
a variety of religious, occupational and ethno-linguistic groups living around
Lake Chad as well as satellite data-based long-term observation studies of the
hydrology and climate variability of the lake. The research took place in Niger,
1ad, Cameroon and Nigeria from November 2017 to June 2019.
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- Our website www.shoring-up-stability.org, Twitter account

hhn @adelphi berlin and the hashtag #ShoringUpStability will help you stay Sk
4 up-to-date with the developments in the Lake Chad region. To get in touch, e
contact Janani Vivekanda, adelphi: vivekananda@adelphi.de. AL
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